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he following is an excerpt from the

article “The CanadiaWillage Where
SasquatcheAre Said to Roam” by Kat
Long, April 13, 2008 (Institute for
Journalism and Natural Resources). It is
about the tiny settlement (population 505
in 2007) of Klemtu on the coast of British
Columbia, about 340 air miles from
Vancouver It has a long history of
sasquatch lore:

Around 1960 [probably around
1968], a journalist named John
Willison Green arrived in Klemtu. He
had come from Harrison Hot
Springs, a small town east of
Vancouver where, 40 years earlier, a
local teacher had published one of
the first recorded accounts of the
“hairy men of British Columbia” and
said the local Indigenous people
called the creatures “sasquatch.”
Green and fellow investigator Bob
Titmus were in Klemtu to find those
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hairy men in the flesh.

For about a week, they stayed
with Tommy Brown, then the head
chief of the Kitasoo Nation. Green
found that Indigenous people all
along the coast were quite familiar
with the sasquatch. “A few minutes
of casual conversation was all it ever
took to find someone with an ape
story to tell,” Green wrote in his 1968
book, On the Track of the
Sasquatch. But though they saw
sets of large footprints and heard
eyewitnesses’ stories, Green and
Titmus never saw a wild man in
Klemtu. “It is probably the best area
in the world for a chance meeting
with a sasquatch,” Green wrote, “but
a hopeless place to try to track one.”

We then find the following on
Wikipedia:

Around 1968 Sasquatch were
reportedly seen by people from the
village of Klemtu. Bigfoot researcher
John Green and Bob Titmus visited
Klemtu to investigate the sightings.
Their findings indicated that the
villagers rarely traveled inland. In
older times there was only one trall



on the island, across one end of it.
The people went everywhere by
boat, even hunting and trapping on
the beaches, and told stories of apes
in the islands. A Klemtu villager
named Joe Hopkins reported seeing
a Sasquatch on a clam beach.
Others encountered Bigfoot when
they hunted or fished. A crew of men
from Klemtu who were building a
dam on a lake above the village had
seen tracks on a beach. The varying
size of tracks indicated to John
Green that a family of Sasquatch
were present. This is the first report
of a family of Sasquatch. The
natives reported stories of the apes
swimming from island to island.
Sasquatch prints were also reported
found in snow on the boardwalks of
the unused bunkhouses behind
Klemtu Cannery.

In late 2014 Survivorman Les . . .
gStroud did a special on Klemtu archives.Above isYale, BC in 1883

where he investigated Bigfoot. The and on the rightAndrew Onderdonk and f...
special aired in April 2015.) his family. Andrew is mentioned in the
1884 The Colonist newspaper report
| don't recall John Green telling meabout “Jacko.” | have discussed Jacko |
about his visit to Klemtu, but he likely previous papers, so this article is a bit 0
mentioned it. | am sure he went there ia capsulated update. %
BobTitmus’boat, so it was quite a trip. In~ Back in 2010 Barry Blount and || S8 g SEae v S Sk
the 46 years between 1968 and 20Ispend considerable time Wale looking The Onderdonk family (1880s)
certainly few researchers (if any) besideinto the Jacko incidenflso, during this
. . clear up a lot of loose ends on the
Bob Titmus went to Klemtu or the num-time, Thomas $enbug and | got access. . . . -
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in The Colonist. As a result, | provided . John Green and Rene_ Da_hlnden,
one discovered the newspaper article in 1958

upon looking through the papger
archives inVictoria, BC.As a result, they
went toYale in that year and interviewed
people. One person interviewed was
5 - i Annie York (d. 1991), a noted Native
: - LT ¥ W Coquihalla Highway after Hope, this Was.h'StO.”an' She told them of many sight
A centuries-old carving depicts ba'gwis at  quite a good attendance. ings in the area, but failed to mention one
a place near Klemtu called "Where there important fact; she apparently knew the
are sasquatches." location where her grandfather buried
another sasquatch boy killed by railway
workers in the 1880s. She mentioned this
to a researcher before she die:eBbug
learned about it in recent years.

Whatever the case, the Jacko story i
now relegated to the “hoax” file, but will
remain forever a part of sasquatch non-
Native culture.
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Later (2012) th&rale Museum hosted
my sasquatch exhibit, which remained fc
two seasons and had some 7,000 visito
As Yale is located on Highway No.1, the
old highway now bypassed by the

I had hoped that someone in the tow
(population 186) might have had som

| cant provide any assistance as to ainformation on Jacko carried down b)
interpretation and could not find anythin¢grandparents and so fortfhe only thing

on a “ba’gwis.” Nevertheless, such mighthat happened is that a visitor (not fror
come to light in time. Yale) mentioned that his grandfathe

Perhaps | will mention Klemtu thelived inYale in 1884 and remembered th
next time | am asked as to a good p|ace Jacko incident. | believe that is what dre\
look for sasquatch. the visitor to the museum exhibit.
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BELLA COOLA
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I n July 1995 | drove to Bella Coola with At that time, | dort think a lot of to facilitate transition to the afterlif@he

a lady friend. It is hardly a romanticinformation was available on these petrctime and dedication needed to create the
spot and the gravel road beyond trglyphs.The Internet was hardly a hint olwas definitely not just a pastime to decor
freeway is treacherous. Nevertheless, tiwhat it is todayso it would have taken aate the mountain.
trip was quite an adventure and mtrip to the public library to find any infer At this time there are many papers
detailed report is still posted on themation. and images of the Bella Coola petro-
BFRO website. It was raining when | was there, but glyphs on the Internet. | reviewed them

One aspect of the trip was beinimanaged to get a few decent photoand two show what we know as

shown what are known as the Bella Coowhich were simply filed away for some“whistling lips,” a significant sasquatch
petroglyphs After we had checked into yearsWhen | wroteMeet the Sasquatch | characteristic seen in Native arte best
the motel and | was out looking around, retrieved them and noticed that onimage follows:
young Native fellow asked me if | wouldpetroglyph looked sasquatch-likdhe
like him to show me around. | said fineimage was enlged and configured as
whereupon he asked would | like to sefollows.
the petroglyphs, and we proceeded to that
spot. | certainly did not expect much, b
what he showed me was absolutel ,
astounding.There were hundreds a g+
petroglyphs on a rocky sloped mountailg” 5.
side quite close to the town at a plag
calledThorsen Creek.
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This was certainly just speculation
However the image is somewhat thq v
same as one of the stone heads. As you can see by the introductory

| later learned that the petroglyph:image, Bella Coola is very secluddthe
were not carved by the local Bella Cool:Pacific Ocean happens to wind its way to
people. Apparently they were made by ¢the valley where the Bella Coola River
Native people who settled in the areempties.The river has enormous salmon
some 5,000 to 10,000 years ago arwhich have supported Native people for
moved on. It appears to me that thcenturies. Bella Coola is a very unique
images were likely created for a religiou:place to visit, but not for everyone.
purpose—perhaps some sort of obligatic — 00—




Finding Bigfoot crewto do a new episode
on theWillow Creek region including the
film site. Bobo Fay ofFinding Bigfoot
knew where this original site was an
wanted to take Bob Gimlin there}
Thereupon, theFinding Bigfoot crew
including Bob Gimlin and Paul Graves
made their way to the site and materi
was obtained for the nextV episode.
Paul explained things as follows:

We all hiked down to the site. Bob
rode a horse. This is the exact place
shown above. We walked up the
creek through the slide area and up

to the original site. | have never seen
Bob so excited; everything made
sense. Bob recognized the giant
rootball [seen when the sasquatch
was first spotted] and the big tree. It

has the same scars as the big tree in

the film. Bob was 100% certain this
was the actual film site. We could
see where the creek had flooded.

On the right, | have shown image
provided by Paul of the film site and th@=es
filming of Finding Bigfoot. As can be
seen, the site is greatly ogeown and
scattered with debris as a result of Blu
Creek flooding in 50 plus year§he
following image shows the site in 197
Bobo would be at the red dot show
going straight ahead.
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— 00— Bobo Fay acting as Patty and walking in the exact path she took as seen in the film.
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