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Christopher L. Murphy

he story of what was called the df

Loys’ Manbeast has had wide
publicity, and is now firmly lodged in the
realm of the unexplainetlVe are told that
the animal was shot in the jungles df
Venezuela in 1920 by a member of p
Swiss expedition headed by Francis de
Loys. He took this photograph; then c
of the head and skinned the creature fpr
subsequent scientific analysis. Unfo
tunately both were lost in a boatin
accident. Nevertheless, the photogragh
was submitted as evidence.

De Loys claimed that the creatur
was just over 5 feet tall (said to be 61.
inches or 1.57 metersThis was highly
disputed until someone noticed that t
oddity was sitting on a fuel crate, whic
had known measurements (15.5 inch
high). Analysis of the crates was said t¢
confirm de Loysheight estimate.

My own analysis indicates that thg
seated animal is 44.9 inches tallhis
gives us a head height of 7.39 inches. |If
the standing height is 61.81 inches thgn
the head to height ratio is 8.36That is
likely improbable. If we adjust for the|
fact that the mouth is open, then the ratjo
would be even greateiThe maximum
human ration is 8:1; the great apes aje
much less.

If we use the ratio for regular
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chimpanzees and gorillas (6:1), then this,

animal was 3 feet, 8.4 inches téllspider

SPIDER MONKEY

monkey (considered likely) skeletor] -4

(inset) also indicates about this ratio.

If we use the ratio for bonobos (7:1
then this animal was 4 feet, 3.8 inche
tall.
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My opinion is that the animal was no
greater than 4 feet tallhis is another one
of those “you car’have you cake and eato
it too” situations. If the head ratio and th
crate height dot’reasonably agree, well
one or the other is wrong.

Of course, I8 difficult to conclude
that de Loys was incorrect in his heigfr
estimate; howeveperhaps it was not his
estimate. It appears some “professional
were anxious to discover a new specie
There is also speculation that the creatu
was a hoax (a monkey of some sort mau
to look unusual), and was not photo
graphed invenezuela.

The following is fromWikipedia as animal was mathematically much less

the animaB description: than 5 feet tall and that is the only point |
wish to make.

The animal resembled a spider
monkey, but was much larger: Francois Fernand
1.57 m tall (compared to the Hector de Loys,
largest spider monkeys, which Swiss geologist
are just over a metre tall). De (1892-1935).
Loys counted 32 teeth (most
New World monkeys have 36
teeth), and noted that the
creature had no tail.

Whatever the case, it appears tr — 00—



t appears this letter and the pres
sparked df major speculation that the

USArmy knew about the sasquatch at gn

“official” level. It was thought that if the
US Government (Army Corps of Engin{
eers) included the sasquatch inifash-
ington Sate EnvironmentalAtlas, then
the entity must exist. Nothing could bé
further from the truth.

| went directly to theArmy Atlas
people and asked for an explanatiég it

happened, they were determined fo

provide more information in their pub-
lication that would be of interest to the
general public; they wanted to improvg
their image.They had received feedbach
from some people who suggested pr
viding information on the sasquatch
Several of thétlas people thought it was
a good idea; why not sort of thing. If the
entry was refused, so whatThey re-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314

REPLY TO
ATTEMTION OF:

DAEN-CWP-F 22 October 1975

Dr. V. Markotic
Department of Archaeology
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta, T2N 1N4
Canada

Dear Dr. Markotie:

This is in response to your letter of 3 October 1975 requesting informa-
tion on Sasquatch.

The inclosed write-up was reproduced from data presented in a recently
completed Corps of Enginecers envirommental imventory atlas for the State
of Washington, This inclosure represents all that ig said about
Sasquatch in the Washington Atlas, However, should you be interested in
the Washington Atlas it is available through the U. 5. Govermment Printing

searched information on the sasquat¢h QESTce. Boter Spoek No  (RRI-(0020,
and put together a decent summary and
provided sighting statistic3o imply that
the entry was “light-hearted” they in-
cluded a cartoon:

Recause of the broad interest in Sasquatch and the uncertainty of its
existance we would appreciate receiving any information you may have or
are aware of that could shed some light on this subject. Should you have
any information you would like to share, please contact:

U. 8, Army Corps of Engincers
ATTN: NPSEN-FL-ER ]
P,0. Box C-3755

Seattle, Washington

98124
I hope that the inclosed information can assist you in your work.

Sincerely yours,

Dy A
/’%,«:’%“ e /*)f""f’

PHILLLP C. PIERCE
Fovirommental Planner
(Fish and Wildlife)

Tnel
Az stated

MY TIICAL ERCATURES SHOULDH'T BF
MENTIONID 8 THE ATLAS ¢

Upper management people failed tstands. | dort’ think Dr. Markotic res-
pay attention to what was planned (theponded; but he should have. ubject of RayWallace and Rant
were likely sent a draft), so tidlas just The upper management people fcMullens came up when | met with René
sailed through and was published at a cctheAtlas were not at all pleased; they fail pghinden. | knew very little at that time.
of $200,000. _ ed to see any humor in what was dor| gyppose he told me what he knemd

I_ prowdeq the complete, highlyand considered the entry t_)ad publicityyatore | left he gave me a photocopy of ar
detailed story irkKnow the Sasquatch (pp. Nevertheless, the Corps did not feuf
200 to 2003. In truth, before | researcheln my opinion, many people would con
the story | even considered thitlas a sider the entry a mark of honestyhe
form of US government sasquatch reco(Washington &te “environment” certain- : o .
nition. ly has a lot of sasquatch sightings, so tra”d rg—read it. For certain it shows just

We are inclined to take material olAtlas people explained the situation ahoW Silly Wallace and Mullens were. |
this nature at face valugs a result you they should. Indeed, at least one counSUPPOSe they were just having a lot of fun
will see theAtlas referenced as proof thain Washington had sasquatch protectio@nd all that—by this time bigfoot was on
the US government gives the sasquatdaws at that time. its way to becoming a joke, so they jum-
full credibility. For sure, theAtlas resulted in more ped on the bandwagon. | thought you

You might note that in the adjacensasquatch awareness, whatever the cmight like to see what was written 36
official letter, the writer asks for in- cumstances. Unfortunatelyhe Atlas is years ago, so provide the article on the
formation on the sasquatcifhat was about all we have from the US governfollowing pages. | continue my talk on
back in 1975, so | doubt the request stiment. page 4.

me time in the early 1990s, the

article in theLos Angeles Times, for June
'4,1982. |read it and, filed it away
| ran across the article the other day
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Ray Wallace says he's seen Bigfoot in person and made these plaster casts from

How the Story Started

Bigfoot Legend
Engenders a Feud

By WILLIAM OVEREND, Times Staff Writer

TOLEDO, Wash.—Tius is one of
the littie lumber towps near the
base of M1, St. Helens. |y 's a friendly
place, There's fishing and hunting
in ther vers and foreats nearby, and
people here have the rugged look of
the outdoors to them, Many of the
town's 630 residents ‘are loggers,
and & few still mine for gold in the
surrounding wildernes..

The legend of Bigfoot is strong
here.

More than Fantasy

There are many in town who
don't believe the stories told about
the glant ape-man creatures said to
inhabit the forbidding slopes of the
volcano that towers over the region,
But even they seem to enjoy the
legend. It 15 & kind of charming
myth that makes Toledo sumething
more than just another little town,

To some, however, Bigloot is
more than pleasant fantasy, There
are 4 few residents who have told
how they have encountered Bigfoot
in the wilds, Some have offered
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tracks left by both big Bigfoots and little Bigtoars,

evidence in photographs of ques-
tionable authenticity and books of
dubious faet, A few of them have
made some money from the legend,
and this has caused some bitterness
that slightly tarnishes the myth.

For years, two of the town's best-

known residents have feuded open-
ly about Bigfoot. Rant Mullens and
Ray Wallace originelly had no
guarrel about the existence of Big-
foot himself. Wallace Was simply
one of those who had managed to
profit from the legend, and Mullens
wasn't, It was Mullens’ view that
Wallace had cheated him out of
some money, and Wallace made it
known to all in town that he feared
Mullens was eventually gomg to
shoot him over the disputed debt.

Mullens' Versian

Mullens still chuckles about this
ag he tells his side of the story. At
the age of 86, he has trouble moving
around and he is a bitter man in
many ways. But the thought of
Wallace worrying about Mullens
coming after him with a gun brings
a smile to the old man’s face. Ev-
erybody in town sort of expecled it,
he says. The local sheriff even
stopped him in the middie of town
once and searched him for a weap-
on, obviously believing in Lthe gun-
fight some were predicting.

Instead of shooting Wallace,
however, Mullens settled on a less
viclenl revenge. The Bigfoot legend
was nothing but a hoax, he declared.
In fact, he had started it himself

- more than half a century earlier in

=

his younger days as a forest ranger
when he was something of a gracti-
cal joker.

One day he got the idea lojcarve
some engrmous feel out ofl some
slabs of wood. Then a couple of
friends took the feet around, with
them in Washington and California,
leavirig phony tracks that people
credited to Bigfeot. Mullens told
this stary first to a local newspaper,
then again on national televispn af-
ter. CHS News had learned about it
and judged it worthy of a brofder
audience,

Moment of Vietory
He had decided il was time to Lell
the Lruth about Bigfoot because it
wasn'l fair that some people were
getting rich hy decelving the public,
he declared. For Mullens, it was a
moment of victory. But it didn't last
for long. What Mullens soon came
to realize was that most people
didn’t really seem to care if Bigfool
was a hoax or not. It was a legend
that was easicr begun than ended.
As for Wallace, he was promoting
Bigfoot with greater enthusiasm
than ever. Of all the local
storytellers, he was the
unchallenged king. He had person-
Please see BIGFOOT, Page 14



'BIGFOOT: Practical

Continued from First Page

ally run intc Bigfool on more than 2,000 occasions dur-
ing the years, he contended. He had some film of a crea-
ture he identified as Bigfoot, and it wasn't true as some
people charged that it was either his son or another lo-
cal resident named Lurch Slumsky dressed up ina bear-
skin, he said,

Last week, while Mullens recounted his story of the
hoax and told again of his personal misfortunes, he
seemed more of the loser than the winner in the latest
battle. Wallace, meanwhile, was holding forth in the lo-
cal tavern on one of his many Bigfoot adventures,

A full-grown Bigfoot can throw a rock half the size of
& shot put and kill a deer at 300 to 500 feet, he was say-
ing. One time he had a camera with him and could have
taken a great picture of Bigloot, he added. But the crea-
ture pitched one bf those rocks aboul 100 feet and
knocked the camerh right out of his hand. -

There wasn't jus{ pne B out there in the wilds,

Wallace said. The \z ﬂiéa of them, One of
these days, he prom he &ﬁ:er: e of the
babies. Then the wor) was true,
and people could ju vm whether it was
Rant Mullens or Ray m telling.the truth.

It had been about a month since the petwork televi-

slon crew arrived at Muilem house and had him show a
pair of wooden feet like those he had first carved in
1928. Mullens wasn't ¥y about-the aftermath. For
one Lhing, he hadn't evian been gble 10 see himself on
television. A television §et is one of the many luxuries
he's never felt he could afford

“I'm disgusted with th whole thing,” he said, resign-

ing himself to the chore off having to tell the story once
again, He wasn't exac ire what he expected the
slory to accomplish, had thought there would be

something to come put of ji. But the only result so far,
he said, was that some stranger from Seatte had come
by and told him there were some people in Chicago who
would be interested in buying the set of wooden feet he
had carved. It was the only set he had, and he had given
them to the man from Seattle, hoping he might get a lit-
tle money for them. Bul he hadn't heard anything since,
he said, and he was starting to wonder if he ever would.

Lost Track of Sets =

It was something along similiar lines thal started his
quarre] with Wallace, Mullens sdded. After carving his
first set of feet 54 years earlier, he'd ecarved about six
other sets, he said. Back then there were some bootleg-
gers or some kind of outlaw types living in the moun-
tains, and the phony tracks were just one of the ways he
passed the time trying to scare them while he was
waorking as a forest ranger.

Mullens had lost track of all the sets not long after
that, and it wasn't until almost 20 years later that he
found them again. They'd been taken by another res-
went of the town, and put on a shelf somewhere and

BIGFOOT FEUD

Continued from 14th Page

While there have been reported Bigfoot sightings in |
all kinds of places, from California to China, Wallace
says there’s no guestion mest of Bigfoots live in the ML
St. Helens area. How they gol there is a mystery, he
says. But, he adds, some old Indians have told him
they’ve been around for centuries.

One theory Wallace has s that they mlshthl.vebeen
dropped off by a flying saucer, In addition to all the Big-
foots he's run into during the years, he says he's seen
about 2,000 flying saucers in the Mt St. Helens area.
Once he saw one 300 feet overhead. It was round and
spinming real fast, and had a real bright Ijg!\t.

__ Quality of Carvings

As Wallace swilches from Bigfooi To Tlying saucers, -
then back to Eiginotaguin.n%almﬂzhud to swing
the subject back to Mullens, doean't want to
make him any madder than he already is, he saye.
Nonetheless, he can't resist a job at the quality of the
wooden feet he's carved.

“Those things would never fool anybody,” he says.
“Some of the smartest people in the world Bigfoot
and Rant's feel are almost like square blocks. I've seen
thousands of Bigfoot tracks and they don't look any-
thing like Rant's feet. I've got plaster casts of Bigfoot
tracks myself, I've even got the tracks the babies make.
They're the real thing, There's no point trying to fool
the scientists.”

Fram the tavern, Wallace heads home to rummage
through his basement for the plaster casts he's been
talking about. Not everybody in the Wallace family is as
enthusiastic as he is about Bigfoot. His wife won't even
talk to him at the moment for bringing some strangers
home.

This has as little impact on Wallace as the heckling he
was receiving earlier at the bar. He’s talking now about
some Bigfoot teeth he once had. But these bits of
evidence disappear faster in Toledo than Bigfoot himself
when danger threatens.

Trusis Peopie Too Much ————

“Somebody came through and said they mreimm
the Smithsonian Institution, so I gave him the teeth,”
Wallace says. “I found out later he was a fraud. Hmrb: 1
trust people too much, sometimes.”

He really doesn’t want this feud with Mullena to goon
forever, Wallace adds. He did get some of the wooden
feet once, he admits, but he can't remember what he did
with them or whatever happened to them, Anyway,
he'd like to make his peace and he says he's sure he'll
have the chance one of these

“'m going to give Rant 10% ctwhﬂ‘ls&l:mm
film,"” he says. “Hell, anybody can make feet like Rant's.
But he showed me where they lived & long time age. I'm
not going Lo forget him. He deserves out of

4 this”

Joke or Reality?

then forgotten. After Mullens regained possession, h
said, Wallace bought one of the sets for $50. Then he of
fered Mullens ancther $1,500 for the rest, Mullen
added. He said Wallace took all the wooden feet one da;
when Mullens wasn’t home, but never paid him a penn;
for them.

“I'm the one who whittled the feet, and | never go
anything out of it,” Mullens said. “I don't know. Mayb:
some people will want some now, and [ might carve up
sorne more. But 1 got to get me a good jackknife first
That’s another thing that's got me worked up about al
this. Somebody must have made off with my jackknife
I've looked all over and I can't find it. I even went dowt
to the hardware store to get a new one. But you know
what they're charging now for a good knife? It wat
something like $26. 1 can't even afford to get a knife.”

1t just hadn't worked out the way it should have, Mul-
lens continued. Sitting on the back porch of his clut-
tered and shabby house, he becoming progressively
dejected. He didn’t even h!ven set of phony feet
show anymore, The best he could do was to hold up one
of the slabs of wood he'd use to carve some new feet if
hewuldgetnnewkgnnwmtfair , he zaid,

the hreaks,” he added.

Wallace's veu‘akm ol his troubles with Mullens is con-
giderably different. He never offered Mullens $1,500 for
his wooden feet, he said. But he has given him some
money over the years, he added, because it was Mullens
who first showed him: some of the caves where the Big-
foots live.

Al the Toledo Tavern, one of the social hubs of the
lumber town, almost everybody at the bar starts grin-
ning when an inquiry is made as to where Wallace can
be located. It turns out that his son, Rick, iz one of the
beer drinkers at the far end of the bar, and he says his
father will be arriving momentarily.

Rick Wallace looks to be about 300 pounds, and it's
not implausible to picture him in a bearskin looking like
Bigfoot, whatever Bigfoot really looks like, assuming he
looks like anything. Rick denies he has ever tried o
pass himself off as Bigfoot, however. He also makes it
pretty clear he doesn't want to get caught upin the Big-
;oot controversy. That's his father's province, not his,

& BaYs. i

As for Mullene, Wallace's son maintains a neutral po-
sition. He gets a chuckle himeself out of his father's fears
in the past that Mullens might gun him down. For the
last five years his father has never sat with his back toa
window, he says. He seems to think Mullens is some
kind of aging Wyatt Earp.

Ray Wallace says he has a theory that the Big-
foots were dropped off byl a flying saucer.

Al thig point, Ray Wallace entfrs. At the chance Lo
tell his Bigfoot stories to somebcly whao hasn't heard
them before, he eagerly sits down at a table and
launches into a detailed descriptn of what it's like to
meet up with one of the creatures,

“They lock like a giant-size rlan with fingers cight
inches long,” he says. “They're covered all over with
hair. In the winter, it’s all prown. But in the summer

RANDY/RASMI
Rant Mullens claims he whittled feet from we
and made the Bigfoot tracks from the

i
when they're oul in the sun, it turns Lo a kigd of einn
mon color.

“They’re people. They speak like a map,” he says
“They make & sound like this: “Yuki' Yuk{' The other
animals come to them. Cougars, for examiple, Cougars
are their friends, and they help warn them whenever
humanz get near."” |

Please see BIGFOOT FEUD, Page 15

given

Continued from page 2

Unfortunately Ray Wallace still
Perhaps at the same meeting withaunts us from his gravé/hen he died in
René, but | believe latehe gave me a 2002, a relative went to the press with a
photocopy of something Peter Byrne hapair of Wallaces wooden feet; as usual,

to him many vyears earlierthe press went wild.

(probably the 1960s). It showed a phot
of RayWallace with a story on the back “Abominable” book (page 44) by him and
Here is the photo followed by the story Donald Prothero, the following:

In 2013, Daniel Loxton stated in the

As Wallace's son put it to reporters,
“Ray L. Wallace was Bigfoot. The
reality is, Bigfoot just died.” Given
the pivotal importance of the Bluff
Creek tracks, | cannot help but think
that he was right.

Of course, would expect that sort of

RAY WALLACE OUNLOCKING THRE STREEL
CABINET IN WHICH HE KEPT THE [ABRY
BIGFOOY THAT HE TRIED TO SELL TO
PETER BYRNE AND TOM SLICK IN THE
SUMMER OF IGO0 HiE WANTED 25.000
AND WE AGREED TCOQ GIVE IT TO HIM. T.5.
WROTE A @ OHEQCHK "AND SHOWsD 1£1' 170
WALLACE AT THE OAKS CAFE IN HOOPA
QON A SUNNY SBUNDAY MORNING.

WALLACE REACHED FOR THE CHECK 7T.5.
POFPPED IT BACK INTO HIS POCKET AND
SAfD THAT WE WOULD JLST §LIKE T
HAVE A LOOK AT THE CREATURE FIRSTLY,
JUST A LITTLE PEEK AND WOULD THIS BE
POSSIBLE, WALLACE AGREED T0 SHOW 1T
TS 18 THE FOLLOWING MORNING.

WNEXT MORNING WE AGATIN MET WALLACE
AT THE CAFE. HE WAS VERY GLLTM AND
DEJECTED AS NE TOLD S THAT THE
BABY BIGFOOT HAD TAKEN LI IN TTHE
NIGHT. JIT HAD CGROWN FPALE AND waAaAnN
AND RATHER THAN LET IT DIE IN THE
SETEEIL CABINET WHERE HE RKEPT IT HE
HAD DECIDED TGO LET IT GO,

WOoIrD YOri BIOY A CAR FROM TEIS MANT

. — m
don't recall any more discussions

with René aboutWallace and Mullens
suppose we didhivant to waste our time.

thing from Loxton, hes just a journalist;
however Prothero is a PhD scientist.

Furthermore, the book was published by

Columbia University Pressyou might
reflect a little on the previous article

about the government Environmental

Atlas. It's obvious that some management
people are simply dead from the neck ug

in many situations.

Mullens slipped into history without
a murmur; well, nothing that | know of. |
must admit that he andallace certainly

obviously their objective;
probably journalists at heart.
—00—

they were

ade a mess of things, which was



