Little Has Changed Except Us

hn Green is seen here in 1973 (top image). Just five yea ™"

arlier (1968) he wrote the article shown below which was
featured that year in tHerovince, VancouverBC. | believe
it to be a remarkable piece of work. He touches upon ever
important aspect of the sasquatch isJie second image |
shows John in 2010. He passed away in Z0&é.article is
well worth a slow and deliberate read by all—sasquatch
veterans or otherwise.

The main problem with the article, which you might
immediately notice, is that John could have written it
yesterday—very little has changed in the intervening 48
years. Certainlythe heap of sightings, footprint photos,
casts, and of course sasquatch books, is much highe
however “more of the same” will never bridge the gap to
proper scientific involvement.

Really it's difficult to justify that in, say 100 years, some
part of a sasquatch (other than possible hair) has not found i
way to a proper researchganization. Nevertheless, that
appears to be what we must believe, unless a piece of tf
puzzle is missing. It would not surprise me, howgele¢he
sasquatch issue were eventually resolved with somethin
“old,” rather than something “ne¥wJohn closes his article
with the following:

Surely the time has been reached where the people who
control the purse strings and thus direct the course of
scientific inquiry should stop acting on belief alone and
take steps to have a thorough examination made of the
available evidence to determine whether there are
Sasquatches or not.

| knew John quite well for about 20 years. He never
deviated from belief that the sasquatch was some kind of ap
and that someone would “bring one in some”"ddg was
quick to recognize the Gapa Bigfoot fiasco as a hoax and
told me that if a real sasquatch is obtained (dead or alive)
will hear about it up front—with no theatrics sort of thing.

| suggested that a professional expedition was need¢
into the northern interior of British Columbias | recall, he
offered that the region is simply too big and rugged; and thg
chances of finding the creature were slim. He certainly haq
some experience here by being a part of the Pacifig
Northwest Expedition, 1959 to 1962.

In BC we need an immediate response process to ched

, Ll
out sightings. Most people now have cell phones, so mucESg"" \%‘
time would be saved over regular phones. Unfortunatelygrateh—= "
considerable resources would be required gamee and

operate it.
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By John Green

(Editor of the Agassiz Advance)

Big, hairy giants

Gilants aren’t real — they are
only in fairy tales,

Maybe it's DBecause omr
mothers told us that when we
were very youag that we are so
little teuched by the abundant
evidence that, in this case,
motber was talkisg through her
hat.

Certainly there s some
psychological blck that
prevents society ia general and
the scientific community |(n
particular from taking a serious
ook at the matter of the
Sasquatch giants.

It isa't because the matter
hasn't beem Dbrought to the
scientisty’ atteaticn, and |t jan't
because they find that the
evidence doesn't stand up. They
have been pestered about the
Sasquatlch for many years but
they bhave never comsidered it
worthwhile f0 examine the
evidence, of even %0 find oat
what there is to examine.

Yet. when a group of
scientists gathered at the Uni-
versity of B.C. recently to e
what a Yakima Sasquateh
hunter, Roger Patlersca, said
wis a movie of one of the
creatures taken fn California,
notl cae of them deaouaced it as

W

Are there really such things
as Sasquatches® Did Pattersoa
really get 3 movie of one?

To both questicas, the facls
answer “yea'. Ounly the
emotions say "'no".

But the proof that Sas-

quatches are real is pot
dependent on the movie. It bas
been there all along.

ledians throughout the moun-
tainous areas of western Nocth
American were all famillar with
the hairy piaaty. Each language
group had a pame for them.
And, while some credited them
with supernatural powers, they
were always considerdd real
creatures, pot legendary ones.

In the mountains pear Vaa-
couver, according to the
Iadians, they used to be quite
common. The white man’s com-
ing appears to have changed
that. Perbaps they are sus-
ceptible to buman diseases and
sxffered a populatioa declize, or
perhaps they jJast moved back
out of contact because they
found the new race of humans
more frightening thaa the old.

Students of the mabject do pot
know of many reporis of en-
counters between while men
and Sasquatches during the
latter balf of the last century,
but there are a few. One was
recorded by 2o Jess than
Theodore Roosevelt, who beard
it firsthand from a man he
kzew and trusted. Aonther,
published in the Victoria
Colomist in 1884, telly matter-of-
factly of the capture of a balf.
man, balf-ape near Yale — an
incident that the oldest resideat
of Yale still remembers.

wandering the hills?

Better believe it, says Agassiz editor



tares ia the hills. Some had only
rief glimpie, but the
majcity bad ample opportusity
for & good Jook.
It =ay be argoed that these
are Bot evidence, oaly

:

years and are oftes seen today.

Their existence cansot be
denied or explained away, They
are Loo bif and too deep in the
ground to be made by bumans,
but oo buman.-lLke (o be made
by any known asimal.

Seieatists’ doubls c¢a that
score were, or sbould Rave
been, laid to rest last fall when
provincial asthropolegist Doa
Abdott studied, photograpbed
and took casts of 15-iach tracks
ia the same part of California
where Pattersoo made his
movie,

Fiaally, there are the ple.
tures. Patterson's is sot the
first photo takea of a2 Sas-
quatch. It was preceded by at
least one <olor slide from
Califorsia and a series of black
and white snapshots from
Oregoa, bet it is the first movie
and the first picture in sharp
eaough focus to be studied.

The Sasquatch itself, as de-
scribed and photographed, i1a’t
anything particelarly uabeliev.
able. It is just a BiZ ape that
made the same adaplation a3
man &d for walkisg erect The
lower jaw of something similar,
G i g a plopithecus, bas been
fousd in China.

The lazd bridge to Alaska
would have beem openm to this
creature at the same time that
man and a pood many asimals
made the crossing. It &dn't
bhave to evelve in the Americas,

Presumably maa has proved
too lough a competitor for the
big fellow, Jeaving him caly the
forested hillsides to call Ris
own, but there are hundreds of
thousands of square miles of
hese o western North
America.

But, if there are Sasquatches,
apd people see them quite
often, why 't they tell about

>

They are laughed at il they
try. that's why. The key 1o the
mystery of the Sasquaich is 33
simple as that,

I d» mot contend that there
are po valid objections to the
idea of somcthing unkpows i
the animal world hereabouts.

As far as | know, 2o giant
booes bave ever been stodied,
and that is bard to understand.
Tiere are several reports of the
finding of giant buman skele-
tons, and | would pot be
surprised 0 learn someday that
a2 museum or two bhad such
objects forgotten im storage
somewhere all aloag. As a
matter of fact, there are re
ports that could be checked
right mow that might Jead to
sach bones, if there were re-
sources availalle (o go a=d
ook,

practike far more
buman-like than [ would expect
him to be capable of.

Another valid objection {s that
a large animal would have to
Jeave indications where it had
been feeding and its droppings
should be fousd There are
ereatures that coaceal their
droppings, and some accounts
suggpest that the Sasquatch does
this, but [ t=k jt far =ore
Lkely that soch algns are belng
seen all the time bot are
identified with some known
aninfal — prodalbly bears.

Furtber, L2e¢re is no report of
anyone finding a place where
such creatares are ia coa-
tinvous occupancy. However,
primates geoerally Bave o
fixed abode.

I realize that these sugpested
explanations cannot satisly a
=32 who has spent a great deal
of ime ia the woods and has
never seen any indication that
the Sasquatch exists. As a
matter of fact, they don't even
satify =«

But the difficulties of trying
to explain away the thi=mgs that
do point Lo the existente of the

Sasquatch are infinitely
Ereater.

Coasider the sighting reports
— the veteraa omtdocraman who
has pever seen a Sasquateh bas
got to face the fact that his
experience i3 not  universal
There are plesty of competent
outdooramen who bave seen
them.

A man who makes his living
bunting grirzly bears, for in-
stazce, is pol going o sce 2
bear a2d think It s a Sas.
quatch, or viceversa. Clayton
Mack of Bella Coola, one of the
top gririly fuwides in the world,
Ras reported sceing ooe of the

KT

One of the first white men Lo
report seeing 8 Saiquatch in
B.C. was timder crulser Mike
King. Ancther maa who has
seen one is bead of the audio-
visual department at ke LUgi-
versity of Oregon. The two men
who recently reported to the
provincial museum that they
walcbed a Sasquatch for many
minutes pear Pitt Lake two
years ago are experienced

prospectors.

Sicitings of Sasquatches are
by bo means rare. Quite the
cppotite. The number of people
who have seen (bem Is literally
endless. Anyooe c¢aa find them
by Inquirisg amoog bis ¢wm
friends, provided Be can con-
vince them that his laquiries
are serious.

Zoologists bave a tendeacy o
argue that o “traimed
observer”™ has ever seen oae. If
they meana no one with a PhD in
molofy, they may be right.

A scieatist who tried to tell of
soch as experieace weould have
a lot moce to lose than a
Layman would.

Ia any event. this *‘trained
observer” buiisess i1 a foolish
sort of soobblabmess. A Sas:
quitch walks and runs erect
oa long, straight legs. No other
animal does so. A bear will
stand erect (0 Jook arcend bt
will walk ea all fours, asd By
hind legs are anytbhing But loag
a=d straight. A Sasquatch has a
flat face, & bear bas a long,
poloted snout. A Sasquatch bas
hands and lacks claws.
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something wheard-of for some
thing more believable, pot the
other way arcusd

People do tell les. I kmow. 1
am prepared to accept also that
they can bhave hallucinations,
but 1 doa't belicve that detailed
visons appear lo good lighting
ccoditioas to deceive the eyes of
ptople who experience no other
sympioms of pervous oc aental
disorder, are bpeither starviag
pie exbausted. have pot been
drinking or tsking dregs, are
wide awake asd actively watcd-
ing what is going ¢a — and
Bave po other pach experience
before of after,

Nor do 1 believe that balle-
cinaticas affect several people
simuitaneously whea no form of
crowd hysteris is iovolved, oc
that they can be photograpbed,
or that they make footpriats.

Ia short, the oaly way most of
the stories of Sasquatch
sightings that | bave beard first.
hand can be Eimissed Is
believe that all the people who
tell them are liars, aod in many
cases Bars who bave doce a lot
of research

possibility, discomting the Sas.
quatch, is that bumans deliber-

wish, since bumans do some
strange things for Do apparest
r}u:ns,hutlhwulml
sticker.
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Bruce Berryman, Bob Titmus and Sylvester McCoy hold casts made in California.

The priots can’t be made by
someone wearing falie  feet,
because every set shows vara:
ticas from print to print that
can only be explained by
natural foot movement, particu.
larly of the toes, and because
the priots sink far deeper than
could be achieved by any
weight a man could carry.

)

The prints can Bardly be
sculptured, either, unless some-
one has foumsd a way fo
hammer ia pressure cracks and
ridpes and can do this work in
the dark at a rate of better
than a track a minute. There
can't be more than one sculpdor
either, because whatever makes
the tracks has to stand in them,
The surface is often otherwise
unmarked.

What the boax theory really
comes down to is some sort of
track-making machine or
machines that can vary in-
dividual prints like a living foot,
can climb steep Dbanks by
digging in the toes, can jmp
up om, of over thiags, and crawl
vder them azd can go through

thick brush without breaiing it
down,

The machize must have been
in operatioa for several decades
on both sides of the border. It
has been taken mides from the
nearest road in places where
there is Do reason to believe
anyooe would ever see the
results. All this time, and that
means for a censtury or more,
and over an area 2000 miles
long and almost Ralf that wide,
someone has padd the bill and
operated the machine — and
has never been caught at it

All the requirements | Rave
stated except the time element
are established by things I have
seen for myself. Anyone who
can bring himself to believe in
such aa operatica bas precious
Ittle excuse to balk over some
thing comparatively simple like
the existence of an unknown
amimal

The real objecticas to taking
the Sasqualch seriously all
ceclre around the unlkeloess
of any large creature teing able
to leave 3o little evideace of ity
existesce.

Right in Califormia, a much
more difficult comtealment &d
take place and bas been fully
autbenticated.

1a 1872, the last dozen or 3o of
the Yahli Indians gave up
fighting the white man azd
disappeared from sight in a
very small valley on the slopes
of Mount Lassen. They lived
there wundetected for 12 years,

until the continoous loss of
territory to the ranchers made
it mecessary for them to raid
cabiny for food. Even thes, in a
decade of rafding, they were
seen only oace.

In 1534, the Jast flve survivors
made their bome on two pleces
of land po more than kal-a-
mile wide and three miles Jong.
Their presence was eatirely
w=kzown for 135 years, until
som=e surveyors bluadered into
their camp.

When the last surviver,
known to the white world as
Ishi, walked [zto capeivity in
1911 he Rad lived for 39 years In
concealment on the fringe of
civiization. Yet 2o and his
people had permanest camps
and made dally use of fires,
even crematisg thelr dead,

By contrast, the Sasquatch
requires po bomes and 2o fires,
and has aa wnlimited area to
rasge in, yet frequently is
reporiod secs.

The people who investigate
Sasquatch reports are oot
noticeably lacking ia skepti-
cism. The attribute they Bave in
commoa is a willingness to
spend time, moaey and effort to
get to the botiom of something
that iotrigues them. Whea they
learn of reports of glast fool.
prizsts, they go sece for them-
selves. When they hear that
someone dims to bave seem a
Sasquateh, they go o get the
story first hand, and do what
they can to check oa L

Further, they are all pig-
headed enough to base thelr
opinions on the evidemce they
have seenm and heard, even
though their friends, the
“experts,” and the world i
general ndicule them.

Opposite 1o them are those
roologists and anthropologists
who were taught in unlversity
thatl mo primate but man ever
lived in North America and who
decline to have anything to do
with any evidence that might
suggest otherwise,

To put the matler in perspec-
tive, let me say two things:

First, until two meaths ago,
when Dr, Clifford Carl, director
of the B.C. Museum, sent Don
Abbott o look at the tracks 1
had called abost from Califor-
nia, no representative of aay
scientific institutioa bhad been
to see the tracks or had evea
talked to people claiming to
Bave secn a bairy glant,

1)

Second, Do persca ever de
voted any amoust of time %o
studylng the tracks asd inter.
viewlag witnesses without
reaching the cooclusion that

Sasquatches do exist.
There may be a sclentist
somewbere who can dispute

those statements, but 1 doubt
it

The difference in attitede can
well be iDustrated by what
Bappeoed when Roger Patter.
son made his movie. The first
people outside the immediate
area to be potifled were at the
B.C. Museum, and thty
Humboldt State College, less
than 100 miles from the scene.

i

please
turn



SIZE 14 shoe of Bruce
Berryman beside 17-inch
cast of Sasquatch track
made in California.

But the only people who turned
up to check the story om the
spot were two “Sasquatch
busters,” Jim McLarin, a
Humboldt State student, and
Reoe Dahinden, from Vancou-
ver, who was in San Francisco
at the Lime.

As it happened, torrestial
raizs closed the area within 24
bhours and little checking could
be doce right away, bt no one
could have predicted that

The day the processed film
was first sdown ia Yakima —
the first time Patterson himself
saw it — who was on haed to
see it too? McLarin, Dahinden
and myself. Scientists in B.C.
saw the film at all only because
of cur efforts to have it shown
to them and because Pattersoa
was pot sure what to do with it
first.

Oaly Dr. lan McTaggart-
Cowan took the trouble to see it
oa both occasions that it was
shown at the uaiversity of B.C.
asd no scientist took much time
to interview the men who had
made §t. Dahizsden, McLaria
acd myself, ca the other band,
stodied the film and ts owoers
at four showings and spect the
best part of two days golag
over the story with Pattersoa
and his partner, Bed Gimlin.

It startled us to hear several
scientists declare that they did
pol questica that Pattersca acd
Gimlin were sincere, but that
they had their doubts about the
thing they bhad filmed being
real,

The idea that anyone would
parade aroand in an ape suit in
froot of two mea Rushog just
such a thing and armed with
heavy rifles is pretty bhard to
believe. That any man could
have moved as freely as the
creature oo the film  while
carrying the weight 1o make the
tracks which Patterson and
Gimlo sald they saw it make,
is totally beyoad belief. If the
film is a boax, Pattersoa and
Gimlin have lo be the Roaxers

Dakindea and [ have the
advantage of PRaviag knows
Pattersca before 2e got the
film. Also we bave the back:
ground of familiarity with
dozens of detailed eye - witness
descriptions o guide our
assessment of whether the
creature pictured is genuine. It
it because we are more
rullible that we are able to
state flatly that the film is
genulce while the scientists are
still in doudt, it is because we
have looked into the matter
throughly enough to be sure of
our ground

Despite a general Invitation,
po sciectists came to the film.
showing from farther than Vic-
toria, except for a man whose
fare from Huomboldt State was
paid by a radio station., Oa the
other band, Bod Titmus, a Sas-
quatch hunter of nize years
standing, came from Kitimat at
his own expense and then went
ca down 10 Calidornia to see for
himself down there. He fousd
the tracks in good condition and
reported that they conformed
exactly to Pattersom’s account
Following them up a steep Rill-
side be found a place where the
creature apparently sat asd
watched Patterson studying its
tracks.

The people who make fake
films as a business could prod-
ably tell conclusively ¥ any of
their techaigues Bave Dbees
used, Students of amatomy
whould be able to delermine
whether any buman in a suit
could duplicate the movements
of the thing oa the film — and |
would suggest that they pay
close attentioa to the swing of
the arms asd the width between
the shoulder jolnts.

Further, there could be »a
police investigation of the men
concerned, locluding le
detector tests and a thorough

check on thelr movements be
fore the film was made.

Eitber there are Sasquatches
or there are rol — there is 2o
middle ground. If there are mo
Sasquatches, there is 0o need to
do anytking about them — and
that is precisely the position
that has beea takea wp to the
present.

If there are Sasquatches,
however, they are extremely
important. As man's bpearest
relative, at [least physically,
they will make it possible for
hirs to learn a lot about himself
and his origins.

They may also be muek
closer o man mentally thas
any known creature. Perbaps
they are capable of speech.
Even if they are nothing
special, the mere fact that they
have eluded man for so long
would make them of particular
interest.

In short, if there are Sas-
quatches, they are something
that curious man in his quest
for knowledge should be ready
to spezd time, trouble and
mooey to cateh.

The situation now s that the
established positica & ¢rum-
blizg ia spite of all that the
eotrenched experts can do to
keep 1t [2tact, Where cace they
could brush off any questions
with easy explanations, now
they are faced with things they
can=ot explain except by sug.
gesting fantastic and polstiess
boaxes.

Surely the time has been
reached where the people who
coatrel the purse strings axd
thus direct the course of scien-
tific inquiry sbould stop acting
oa belief alone and take steps to
bave a thorough examination
made of the available evidence
1o determize whether there are
Sasquatches or mot.
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