
DUPLICATING PLASTER CASTS

In about the year 2002 I was faced with a bit of a
dilemma—how do you duplicate very old plaster casts

with minimum fear of breaking them? Plaster gets
extremely brittle after just a few years and I was looking at
casts that were decades old. Traditionally, you gently
simply push the cast into sand as far as you can. You then
remove the cast and fill the impression with plaster. The
problem is that you must push down on the center of the

cast and that often causes them to break right through the
middle. When you see a cast with a center break that has
been glued together, this is the reason—it was broken in
the duplication process.

I solved the problem by designing and making what I
called a Cast-Making Box as detailed in the following
explanation and specifications.


