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THERE IT WAS...a Bigfoot track...
six inches wide and very fresh.

As I dropped to my knees for a closer
look, exciting thoughts raced through
my head. Was this for real? Or was
someone playing a colossal joke on us?

Skeptically testing the stream bank
near the footprint, first with my thumb,

and then by jumping on the ground with
treaded boots, I realized that whatever

made this track an inch deep had to

weigh far more than my 170 pounds.

Again I looked at the track — each toe
well defined; the ball of the foot behind
the big toe typical of s.nt]'l‘ropoids_ Then
I quickly pulled off my boot and sock
and placed my 10%B foot next to the
track . .. only half as wide. This must
have been Bigfoot!

Whatever it was had stepped from the
bank to a log, walked down the log and
into the water and proceeded down the
stream bed. The tracks were there, clear-
ly visible under the water.

Off came my boots again and into the
water . . . Cold! . .. Too cold and too re-
mote for any sensible person to be wad-
ing for fun.

I wouldn’t have believed this could
happen last June when NaTioNAL WiILD-
LIFE agreed to co-sponsor the American
Yeti Expedition 1970, led by Robert W.
Morgan of Miami, Florida.

In June when I headed for the Pacific
Northwest to join in the search for "Big-
foot,” “Sasquatch,” “Yeti,” “America’s
Abominable Snowman” — or whatever
~ you want to call it — I privately thought
~ that our quarry was the figment of some-
one’s imagination, The idea of suchcrea-

tures, nine feet tall, covered with hair

and living in the U.S. wilderness in 1970,
seemed prett{' ridiculous:
Two years before (April-May 1968 is-
sue), NATIONAL %ﬂ"k had printed
what was purportedly the first photo-
graph ever taken of Bigfoot. Roger Pat-
terson shot this remarkable color se-
uence with a 16mm movie camera near
Bluff Creek in the wilderness of northern
California in October 1967. Patterson
and a nnmpnv‘n'nn tald na H’\P.y had fuched
the creature along a logging trail.
Thrown from his horse, Patterson recov-
ered in time to shoot about 12 seconds
of jerky footage showing what appeared
to be a hairy anthropoid walking away
and disappearing into the woods.
Before printing the story and photo-
graphs, a NaTionaL WILDLIFE editor
flew to the West Coast to interview Pat-
terson, who believed so strongly in Big-
foot and the photographs he%lad made
that he instantly agreed to take a lie de-

tector test. The results convinced the
experienced polygraph operator that Pat-
terson was not lying.

The creature in Patterson’s film is enor-
mous. Based on its 17-inch-long foot-
prints and 41-inch stride, estimates Ii):t
Bigfoot about seven feet tall and be-
tween 350 and 400 pounds. Compared
to many other reported sightings and
footprints, this was not a particularly
large specimen. In the movie it walked
with a very human stride, swinging
its long anms, and its large pendulous
breasts indicated it was female.

Nonetheless, many people called Pat-
terson a “nut” and the creature in his
photograph a big man dressed in an ape
suit. But careful examination of the foot-
age by a score of experts failed to prove
it a hoax. Additional reported sightings
of a large hairy anthropoid — 37 sight-
ings in 1969 alone — plus constant nudg-
ing from our readers, kept NATIONAL
WILDLIFE editors interested in a possible
follow-up expedition and story.

Honest curiosity. If you have ever
seen the magnificent scenic beauty of
the Pacific Northwest, you know why I
was intrigued by the chance to go there, |
whether we found Bigfoot or not. Ad-
mittedly, the expedition was not strictly
“scientific” in the sense that purists use
the word, implying many people, large
financial backing, and months of explora-
tion. But its purpose was serious, based
on honest curiosity, and there was cer-
tainly more than enough mystery for any
enthusiastic outdoor sleuth. ik

The first phase of the expedition was
designed to look for signs of Bigfoot, test
various devices for attracting it, and
bring back enough evidence in the way
of photographs, droppings, hair, and any-
thing else that wou?d help launch Phase
Two — which hopefully will be climaxed
by a Bigfoot capture.

Robert Morgan, expedition leader, was
employed by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration until, after much reading
and research, he became hooked on Big-
foot. In 1969, he led a three-man team
into the same remote Cascade Mountain
area on a fact-finding hunt. With deep
snow still on the und, Morgan’s team
found a set of clearly defined barefoot
tracks in a snowbank, and a second set
in the bottom of an icy mountain stream.

Further intrigued, Morgan organized
the current expedition with better equip-
ment and more qualified observers, and
invited me to go along. Joining us were
Allen S. Facemire, cinematographer-re-
porter, who was to make a documentary
film to gain backing for Phase Two, and
Robert Carr, an archeologist studying at
the University of Miami. The key Sciena_b
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