Wild Man of the Mountains
Every now and then I run across a real "classic" old
newspaper sighting report. This one covers all the bases as
to a reasonable description of a bigfoot or sasquatch. I
have reprinted the article below.

A Wild Man of the Mountains
Globe Valley, North Carolina, January 3, 1878
gentleman who resides near Fairview, Watauga
County, says the Statesville (N.C.) Landmark, writes
us that, in company with several gentlemen, he went out
prospecting in a portion of the Globe Valley. While in the
heart of the valley, some miles from any place of
habitation, their attention was attracted toward a peculiar
specimen of humanity, some forty yards distant. They
neared the object, or giant, as he seemed, until they came
within twenty step of him. Then they stopped still to advise
with each other as to whether they should go nearer. While
they were consulting, one of the gentlemen gave a yell and
jumped toward the wild man, when he [the wild man]
started toward the party a few steps, stopped still and
began to pound himself in the breast with his ponderous
fists. There he stood for two minutes, evincing no power of
speech. Suddenly he turned and bounded off with the
speed of a deer. The party then repaired to the house of one
of the men, secured a gun, pistol, and other articles of
warfare, and went in pursuit of the strange being. They
searched the balance of the day, but nothing could be seen
of the object of their pursuit. During the search, they
ascended the crags of Blowing Rock and discovered a
small cave, in which was found a bed of leaves and many
bones resembling those of the opossum. It is supposed this
cave has afforded this wild man a home for many years.
Our correspondent describes the wild man as being about

A

six feet five inches tall, with broad shoulders and long
apeish arms; smooth face and funnel-shaped head. His
body is covered with dark brown hair, near two inches
long. His head and a great portion of his forehead is
covered with long luxuriant, dark red tresses. Our
corresponded affirms that this is the first time this wild
man has ever been seen or heard of in the neighborhood.
Source: Scott McClean’s newspaper article collection,
from (same heading), the McKean County Miner,
Smethport, Pennsylvania, USA, January 3, 1878, from the
Landmark, Statesville, North Carolina USA (date not
known). Reprint of the actual article.

