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What are commonly called burs or
burrs are the seed pods of a plant

with a terrible reputation. The plant has
been around for millions of years, so what
it does works and that’s all nature cares
about. 

The little seed pods as seen here have
needle-sharp hooked spikes. When they
come in contact with anything (animal
hair or clothing) they attach themselves
and break away from the plant. The idea
is that the animal or you will carry the bur
to a distant place where it will be remov-
ed one way or the other, fall to the
ground, and eventually create a new
plant.

Back in the day when kids played in
the bush, I often came home with burs
attached to me that I did not know were
there. They were kind of neat to play with
because you could gently remove them
from the plant and throw them at the back
of other kids—they stuck every time. I
kind of like them for that reason. Of
course, if you threw one at a girl’s hair,
that was serious because they are very
difficult to remove. I sort of remember
my sister having a fit.

Here I am some 70 years later and
have just read that burs have appeared in
sasquatch research. A group came up with
the ingenious idea to put tiny electronic
tracking devices in burs, which were
suspended 6 to 8 feet high with black
tread. The idea is that if something tall
and hairy walks by a bur will stick to it. 

One of the burs found its mark and
was carried away by something. After
hours of aerial surveillance, the group

finally got a signal and were able to trace
the movement of the bur-carrier. They
could not see it, but they could see where
it went until the device battery gave out.

The fact that the burs were suspended
6 to 8 feet high was reasoned to probably
eliminate all animals except a sasquatch.
Of course, there are pros and cons here
and I don’t wish to get into that aspect.

All I wish to point out is that if you
take a little lesson from nature you are
likely better off. 
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July 22, 2019 marks the 100th birthday
of Dr. Marie-Jeanne Koffmann. She

currently resides in a rest home in Paris,
France. Marie-Jeanne is one of the
original founders of hominology. She is
shown in this photo taken of all the
founders in 1968 (left to right: Boris
Porshnev, Alexander Mashkovtsev, Pyotr
Smolin, Dmitri Bayanov, and Marie-
Jeanne Koffmann. 

Marie-Jeanne did extensive field
research on the Russian snowman
(almasty). Although she never managed
to get a photograph of this hominoid, the
evidence she collected was astounding.

Two of her papers are posted on the
Relict Hominoid Inquiry (RHI) website
along with this short biography:

Dr. Marie-Jeanne Koffmann was
born in France in 1919, but returned
to Russia in 1935, as a surgeon in
the hospitals of Moscow, anatomist
and mountaineer. She commanded
a battalion of alpine troops during
WW II. Koffmann was a member of
the Soviet Union’s official expedition

to the Pamirs in 1958, as physician.
She concentrated her hominological
research in the North Caucasus,
where she spent decades exploring,
collecting ethnographic evidence,
modern eyewitness accounts, as
well as documenting footprint evid-
ence. Her initial findings were
announced to the Russian Geo-
graphical Society of the Academy of
Sciences (of which she is a
member), in 1966. Koffmann has
served a term as president of the
Cryptozoology Association of the
USSR, and was honorary member of
the International Society of Crypto-
zoology.

She now resides in her native
France.
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0n the following pages I have provided
this 2010 National Geographic feature

article on hominoid fossils found in
Ethiopia. I am sort of reminded of René
Dahinden, when in 1953, upon learning
of an expedition to find the yeti, and sort
of wishing he could be part of this
adventure, his boss said, “Hell, you don’t
have to go that far; they got them things
in British Columbia.” Thereupon, René
devoted his life to finding the sasquatch.

Of course, this group of fossil hunters
would not even think of possible living
hominoids. Science is a little odd.
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It’s an old article and I don’t know
how much has been disputed, which is
normally the case with anything scien-
tific. I just thought the article was
interesting and wonderfully illustrated.

Try to imagine the article without
illustrations. It would be dryer than the
bones and fossils discussed. I mention
this because I get material with few or no
illustrations; just piles of words trying to
put in my head what the author has in his
(or her) head as he wrote the material. 

In John Green’s early days photos
were expensive and putting them in books
was complicated and again expensive. As
a result, his remarkable main work,

Sasquatch: The Apes Among Us, is
critically short of photographs.

At this time, with digital cameras and
pdfs, there is no excuse for a lack of
images. If you can take a photo of
something, or legally get a photo of it,
then do so and use it. When I submitted
my manuscript for Meet the Sasquatch
(originally called Meet Bigfoot) to
Hancock House,  David Hancock took it
to John Green and came back with, “It’s
great,” and went on to produce an
astounding coffee-table book. Always
keep in mind the old saying that a picture
is worth a thousand words. 

With this article, you have no trouble

imagining the little hominoids in their
daily activities as they eke out a living in
a very dangerous world. They had to
cooperate with each other or death was
certain—is there a lesson here for
hominology?

I think there are likely both sasquatch
bones and fossils in British Columbia.
They would probably be in caves where
they are kept dry.

The article starts off with the follow-
ing image of the hominoid skull shown on
the magazine cover; note how it had to be
pieced together like a jigsaw puzzle.  That
takes a lot of patience, something else we
need in hominology. 
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