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ASIDE: The title of this paper is based on a definition of the
word “leshy” found in a dictionary by the Russian
lexicographer Vladimir Dal (1801 – 1872). The dictionary was
published in the mid 1800’s, over 150 years ago. As such, it
shows that the leshy was officially recognized as a hominoid at
that early date in this and other sources.
ince the beginning of the new century new opportunities in
establishing contacts with Russian snowmen and sasquatch
or bigfoot have occurred. In the last decades, interest in the
bigfoot issue with the public and the scientific community has
increased. This was linked with the activities of the hominoids
themselves—they were increasingly revealing their presence.
This was probably caused by explorations of people into new
natural areas previously untouched, especially in North
America. However, with the advent of the Internet, more
information appeared about encounters with these wild
inhabitants of our forests and their increased contacts with
researchers—including those in different countries. In Russia
the late game keeper, Valery Sergeev, shared his interesting
observations in the Kirov region. According to him, several
times he saw “leshy”— this local name is more appropriate for
this paper (as opposed to “Russian snowman”).
I first met with Valery Sergeev
in 2002 after his appeal to the
Darwin Museum with an invitation
to come to the Kirov region
boundaries to search for these
mysterious bipeds. I was especially
amazed by Valery Sergeev’s report
about the case of a bear hunt. His
report follows:
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It was in the early 1980s. One
day, at the beginning of
autumn, I went through an oat
Valery Sergeev
field in search of a way out for
bears. Under Verkholipov, behind Kanava (there is such
a place), on the edge of the field, I climbed a tree and
sat in ambush. Suddenly, about two hundred meters
away, I saw that someone big was breaking through
young trees. I thought it was an elk, but then someone
came onto the field—two-legged, huge, head like a
Neanderthal man; and, continuing to move in my
direction, began to look around. Having noticed me, he
began to wave his arms ominously, as if driving me out
of his territory, while in the meantime was approaching
along the edge of the field. Perhaps he was mumbling
something, but I did not hear. When he approached to
a hundred and fifty feet, I shot up, and the “leshy”
disappeared into the undergrowth. For some time I sat
in a tree. I heard a whistle from the direction where he
disappeared. In response from the forest, another
whistle rang higher, I decided that I had to leave before
it was too late. I climbed down from the tree and went

back to where I came
from … Apparently, I
caught the creature
by surprise, it didn’t
notice me immediately, and didn’t like
being seen; but
realizing which side
was the greater
force, it retreated.

Valery Sergeev pointed out that leshy build
structures of branches,
poles, trunks, snap tops
of four to five-meter high Valery Sergeev meets a leshy, by
trees and sometimes bend Lydia Bourtseva.
and twist the trunks of living trees.
The first such structure was photographed by the team
members of the Kosmopoisk (space search) association under
the direction of Vadim Chernobrov in 2003; it was believed to
be as a shelter. I must say, when the photos appeared in the
press, they did not impress me. They were too like a trivial
windbreaker.

Photos from the newspapers of 2003. Vadim Tchernobrov is
seen on the left by a supposed hominoid shelter.

Moreover, I was not impressed with the photos of the
strange forest structures found by the researcher Nikolay
Avdeev (as seen on the next page), with whom I was
collaborating in 1989 and later in Chelyabinsk region, Russia.
Once he even declared that he had taken a photo of the
“constructor” himself (see last photo in set). Only recently while
looking through the old photographs did I understand that they
were real markers made by mysterious forest residents.
Later, in 2003, Anatoly.Fokin, the regional ethnographer
from Kirov City followed the research of Valery Sergeev and
found many of such constructions in the woods of the Kirov
region and took photos of them. He bought a couple of peasant’s
huts in a distant abandoned village and made them a base for
observation of “wood goblins.” I visited him there several times.
In that year (2003) we founded the Cryptosphere Fund for
Furthering Scientific Research and Explorations (under my
presidency) and under its aegis created the International Centre
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Photos by Nikolay Avdeev,
1989. On the right is the
alleged hominoid.

of Hominology (I. Burtsev, General Director; Dmitri Bayanov,
Science Director). Since that time the center has been actively
collaborating with the hominologists from the USA, Canada,
France, United Kingdom, Australia, Germany and other
countries.
In September 2003, Dmitri
Bayanov was invited to make a
presentation concerning the
situation in Russian hominology
at the Willow Creek, California,
Bigfoot Symposium. He also
visited the place where the
famous Patterson and Gimlin
film was taken.
At the same time it turned
out that a bigfoot family had
been living for more than 50
years near the Carters’ farm in
Tennessee, USA. The head of
the bigfoot family was already
60 years old. Janice Carter, the
farm owner, at that time 39
years old, was looking after Dmitri Bayanov with an 8them; and in future years she foot enlargement of the
sasquatch in the Patterson
was joined by the researchers
and Gimlin film; Willow
Mary Green and William Creek, California 2003.
Duncan.
I visited there at the end of August 2004 to investigate the
case, and spent five weeks. Having been convinced of the
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existence there of a clan of bigfoot hominoids, I investigated
and saw wooden structures on the territory of the Carter farm as
well as in other places in Tennessee. They greatly reminded me
of the similar structures in the woods of the Kirov region in
Russia.
There were some encounters with “snowmen” in St.
Petersburg region of Russia as well. In the beginning of the
1990s Dr. Valentine Sapunov from St. Petersburg investigated
one of these cases. There were two beings living there—male
and female that were in the habit of going to the territory of the
Military Construction Detachment. Once during the evening
inspection there appeared before an officer an eight foot tall
giant covered with white hair. At first the officer did not
understand anything and thought it was a joke played by the
soldiers; but when he later looked into the giant’s eyes the
officer ran away deeply frightened.
The local people called the visitor “the big white man.” I
also visited that place, participated in the investigation and even
saw the footprints of the “big white man.”
Moreover, on 2009 I joined the group from St.Petersburg
headed by Maxim Voevodin and investigated a place in the
wood just a hundred kilometers from the city. That area seemed
to be the special leshy platform for making tree markers. We
observed similar structures of trunks and tree breaks in the
neighboring Novgorod region, near Nozhkino village. Igor
Ignatov and I were invited there by Maxim Rubin who took us
with his brother to a hidden place with numerous markers.
Beside these areas I also observed the tree constructions and
breaks in the Tver and Tula regions and Krasnodarskiy krai. The
film producer Dmitry Pirkulov greatly helped me to conduct
those trips and sometimes he joined with me.
I will mention that while now preparing for a summer
expedition to Mount Shoriya, I had acquired extensive
experience in the observation of tree constructions so could use
it to my advantage in new places. The presentation on the
following pages shows examples and comparisons of tree
constructions in the USA and Russia.
The following map of Russia shows some of the many names
given what is collectively called the “Russian snowman.”
Russia, like the United States and Canada, is a vast country
and people who are widely separated develop their own
customs and even language. As a result the same thing of any
nature may have different names. it is even reasonable to
assume the hominoids themselves are different in the
various aspects of their lives.

Structure in Tennessee, USA.

Structure in Vyatka, Russia.

Bent tree in Tennessee, USA (Photo: O. Seaman).

Bent tree in Leningrad region, Russia.

Huge trees fixed horizontally in Indiana, USA.

Huge trees fixed horizontally in Kirov region, Russia.
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Bent and broken trees in Vyatka region, Russia.
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Structure in USA – Location undetermined.

Structure in Minnesota, USA.

Flayed trees in BC, Canada (Photo: Randy Brisson).

Flayed strip in the Urals, Russia (Photo: A. Lyubushkin).

T-like tree brakes were found in the region around the City of St-Petersburg, Russia; some within one hundred miles. A
curious detail is seen (inset) whereby a piece of a pine-tree branch is hung on the aspen-tree so that the little knot of that
branch was pushed into a fork between the aspen tree branches.

Broken trees seen in the Novgorod region. On the left Igor Burtsev with a single break and on the right Maxim Rubin with
a double break. Similar breaks were previously found in the Vyatka region by Anatoly Fokin.
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