THE STORY OF THE POCATELLO MUSEUM OF

NATURAL HISTORY BIGFOOT EXHIBIT
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De We Kn

Bigfoot Invades Idaho!

“Bigfoot: How Do We Know?” opens June 16, 2006, at
the Idaho Museum of Natural History, Come and take
aloak at the Bigfoot phenomenan and the different
ways we "know” about the creature. The exhibit will
examine Bigfoat through the lenses of scientific
mathad, halief. mythology, folklore and traditions.

After exploring Bigfoot, stick around to discover
Idaho's dinosaurs, lce-Age mammals, Native
American artifacts, volcanic hotspots and more at
the IMNH. Kids can play scientist as they experience
natural history *hands-on”in the Discovery Room.
Plus, the Museum features new exhibits regularly in
its seasonal gallery.

The Idaho Museum of Natural History, located on the

campus of Idaho State University in Pocatello, is the
state’s official Museum of Natural History.

Directions: Take |-15 to Exit 69 (Clark St.). Travel down
Clark St to 4th Ave. Turn left on 4th Ave. and proceed
1o Dillon St. Turn left on Dillon and cross 5th 5tinto
the I5U parking lot. Parking is available near the
sculpture of the giant bison in frant of the Museum,

Museun Hours: Contact Us:
Toesday - Safurday 10:00am o 500pm.  Phone; (208) 282 3317
Chsed Sundays Mondaysand holdeys  E-mai imnhi@isuedu

hétpe/fimnih sy adu
Admigsicn: i

- $500 \
Sensor- $4.00

S i a0~ S300 o N sty
Chidren ages 41011 - $200 h q

Children under 4 - Freg South3 Avenie and Dilon Streed
Wuseum Members - Free Pocatel, 10 83209

=)

Bring this card to the Idaho
Museum of Natural History and
receive $1.00 off admission.

(Walid on up to 4 admissions.}

In June 2006, the Museum of Natural History in
Pocatello, Idaho became the second city museum to
host my bigfoot exhibit. It followed an exhibit at the
Vancouver Museum in British Columbia, Canada that
ran from June 17, 2004 through January 2005.

I started working with the museum some six months
before the opening. Brandon Tennant invited me to
talk and have a display at his Bigfoot Rendezvous,
whereupon the museum suggested a full-scale exhibit.
It opened on June 16, 2006 and ended September 11,
2007.

The museum is a part of Idaho State University, where
Dr. Jeff Meldrum teaches anthropology. Jeff, as we
know, is highly involved in sasquatch/bigfoot studies
and is author of the book, Sasquatch: Legend Meets
Science, published in late 2006.

How it came about that I created a sasquatch exhibit is
a little amusing. While working on my book Meet the
Sasquatch, my daughter, Donna, suggested I see an
exhibit at the Vancouver Museum on the 1950s. Well,
I have many fond memories of that decade, so I went
down to have a look. As I reminisced, the thought
occurred to me that the museum did not have anything
on display about the sasquatch. Keep in mind that
British Columbia is the heart of sasquatch domain. I
had a few artifacts, so I wrote to the museum people
and suggested that they display them in a little corner.
To my surprise, they came back with a suggestion for
a full-blown exhibit.

This was a whole new ballgame that required the
assistance and cooperation of many bigfoot researchers
and others, first and foremost: Erik and Martin
Dahinden, John Green, Dr. Jeff Meldrum, Rick Noll
and Tom Steenburg. Everyone rallied to the cause so
an exhibit was born.



When I arrived in Pocatello the day before the
opening, workmen had just finished hanging the
Bannon Banner at the museum entrance. The
artwork is by Brenden Bannon, who has created
six remarkable images of the creature seen in the
Patterson/Gimlin film.

Brenden’s

JBGFOOT: How Do Vie KHOW?/ artwork was

— 5 : also used for
an 8-foot
cutout that
adorned the
entrance to the
exhibit. Many
folks took the
opportunity to
photograph
each other
standing by
this image.
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do we know? Why do we believe? What role

evidence and andlysis play? What do we accept

5 a fact or truth? How do the ways we express
selves, such as stories, art, and numbers, influence

in mind these questions as you explore this
n of artifacts. Most were assembled by

Murphy and shown in the Vancouver Museum,
ver, British Columbia, in an exhibit called

' the Sasquatch.”

have emplcged. to understand this topic :

objects. Quotations and definitions about |

Ing may spark other ideas and help '
ation.

 there are different ways to make
‘world, appropriate to the outcome

The theme of the
Pocatello exhibit is,
“How Do We Know?” A
question we ask ourselves
about all of the mysteries
in life. Bigfoot is a
significant North
American mystery, and
by different names for the
same or likely related
species, a mystery in
several other countries.
Everything in the exhibit
is, to my knowledge,
what it is claimed to be.
Nothing, however,
provides conclusive proof
that the creature exists.
One must form his or her
own opinion here.



After the opening ceremony in the evening of June 15,
2006, the guests made their way into the exhibit rooms. I felt
very good as I watched them gaze at the display material and
quietly discuss what they were looking at.

There is something about museum exhibits, as I am sure
you have noticed, that seems to give new life and depth to all of
the items displayed. Somehow, they sort of speak to you, and
you find yourself in a different world. With bigfoot, that world
is both strange and intriguing. Although it is hard to believe that
such a creature actually exists, when one is confronted with a
mass of evidence all at once, the scale tips. Indeed, even if one
remains a die-hard skeptic, he or she cannot help but wonder,
and will probably harbor a little wish that one-day the creature’s
existence will be proven.

My main objective in providing bigfoot exhibits is to
encourage some interest from scientists in helping to resolve the
issue. I do believe the evidence we currently have is sufficient to
take it to the “next level,” as it were. I think the mere fact that an
exhibit of this nature can be assembled testifies to the amount of
information we have on the creature.

The exhibit is arranged in several rooms that adjoin one
another, and it skillfully takes one on a bit of a journey.
Certainly, the best of the evidence we have is displayed. Before
the opening ceremonies and admission of the guests, I wandered
through alone and took a number of shots, which I now present.

A rather unusual artifact greets visitors upon
entering the exhibit. It is the late René Dahinden’s
“best” sports jacket. To the right is his smoking
pipe. René was a colorful part of the bigfoot scene
for fifty years. I knew him well and often reflect on
our times together. Wanja, René’s ex-wife, gave the
jacket to me when I collected other material that
belonged to René. She had it cleaned and pressed,
and as she quietly handed it to me said, “You might
wish to use this.” T used it in both exhibits and
often wonder what René would have thought.




The late Dr. Grover Krantz’s
Gigantopithecus skull is here (left)
compared to a gorilla and human skull.
Next, on the right, is a replicated twisted
tree branch, and then hair samples. On the
extreme right is the heel from the Skookum
cast.

Dr. Krantz speculated that bigfoot may be a
Gigantopithecus -- the thought being that
such creatures came to North American and
escaped the fate (extinction) of their
relatives in Asia.

The cast display above contains all of the most important casts, including the original
Bossburg “cripple-foot” casts made by René Dahinden. Dr. Meldrum is pointing to
these casts in the left photograph, and seen to the left (facing) of the Bossburg casts are
the Patterson/Gimlin film site casts, again Dahinden’s copies. This photograph was

taken by Paul Hosefros.



A special section is dedicated to the
Patterson/Gimlin film. It has my film site
model and the controversial “Dahinden
wood fragment.”

The Bourtsev sculpture, which has become one of
the icons in bigfoot studies, stares out ominously —
a moment in time firmly engraved in the minds of
those who have studied the Patterson/Gimlin film.
The work was gifted by Igor Bourtsev to René
Dahinden in 1971. It was seldom shown to anyone
prior to my 2004 museum exhibit in Vancouver.

One of four
bigfoot
heads
created by
Penny
Birnam. She
made them
specifically
for the
Vancouver
exhibit.




Several of my own studies,
made to illustrate a point,
and a soil sample from Bluff
Creek.

Alleged sasquatch hair.

A lowland gorilla sculpture
given to Dr. Jeff Meldrum by
Paul Freeman. He bought it at a
garage sale.

Artwork by RobRoy Menzies, Yvon Leclerc, and myself. There are many other
photographs, illustrations, and artistic renderings, some by Paul Smith—too many to
show here.

6



Sasquatch sounds (the Sierra Sounds) are also featured, courtesy of Al Berry. The
sounds are transmitted down to the listener when he or she enters a particular area.

BEHIND THE SCENE

These shots show me with Dave Mead and
Linda Deck, the museum officials. We are in
Dave’s “inner sanctum.”

Linda Deck, the
museum director,
and I at the
museum entrance.
Behind us is
another enlarged
image by
Brenden Bannon.

Idaho State University from the hill behind
the complex. The museum occupies the first

floor of the labeled building.




This article by Dr.
exhibit.
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Jeff Meldrum, published June 11, 2006, was the first to mention the
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he Footprints
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centor is a photo taken . Forest Service timber crulser L at the flim atta that
center i it ke e yle Lavarty flim shows the midfoct prassure ridge. And at right

Bigfoot Rendezvous here seeks to inform, entertain public

he Rocky Mountais
Blgioot Reocezvous should be
fun and mlnm event for
he Pocatello community and guests
Imm near and far (one pre-registrant
hm Inm
also profrises to be an informs-
mn.- event, with presentations by a
selection of individuals who have de-
v;:led mﬁd":dbl'l:im .u;rl a!fnirt to
thoughtfully and objectvely explore
7 Whethes 4

lore and pop cultare, there lays the

persistent straightforward question of
\n‘hnher an unrecognized species of
giant primate inhabitants the wilder
comners of this continent.

Repeated criticisms leveled at the
subject have ailu.ded m mwl and
notorious

bunkers. These are dluﬂcd at two of
the mosi familiar of the
sasquatch qumnn the uhlquitmu
lu}o(p?nh. I .
fmclpytlmmnl riray a Big-
1001 IhEPI“EI'!ﬂII'GIﬂr
at deal Mdisln(cnwhn sur-

=3
first clalm
emeiged with the
death of Ray
Wallace, who

building

the region.
of such & foot-
print In California s said to date 1o
1941. and reglonal aceaunts of such
atic tracks came from m:
ur ler. After Wallace’s death in his

Th»eurhn:pbow

bers of his mr\ﬁ:m family unveiled
crudely carved len feet that they
ol ..me.! were responsible for the
footprints not only at the construe-
|§=n I:‘iu, but mrau'hom the Pacific
ort

They pmclilmnd that Wallace's
antics had given birth o the legend
of Bigfoat and now "Bigfoot™ wu
dead. What seemed to be a stm :
solution to a vexing mystery

About the author

fsom at least one glaring drawback —
the carved feet simply don' t mll.ﬂl the
foaty zlms they were clalmed to have

ilm of footpring casts will be
on display at the Idaho Museum of
Natural History s part of an exhibit
exploring varied ways of interpreting
the phenomenon of Bigfoot,

Mr research al Idaho State Univer-

ity encompasses human anatomy as-
uxlaled with walking on two feet, L2
b . | have examined the
xmlnmy of the feet and footprints of
humans and non-
human primates,
as well as fossil
hominids and
their tracks, all of

whis e
S the conlext (o0

I my evaluation of
the footprints at-
| tributed to
| sasquatch.
in an earlier

the flexible midfoot of & purported Bigfoot. At

the texture of the habitat it re-
portedly resides in.

This loot is 2 mluml exten-
ston of the anatontical trends
evident In a series of progres-

’Mlif larger and more ground-
el es from, for ex-

,m,1 s, (0 chimps, 1o This Hlustration the between the Inforred skeleton of the
lowland gorillas, 1o mountain mmmm“mwhnmmmamm
gorillas. elongated heel, 3 toes and

In this series we observe pressure ridge of the sasquatch footprint.
lengthening and broadening ol

the heel, a shortening of the
toes, and less divergence of the bl
toe. The (nferred sasquatch foot fi
o ""'!{i"“‘iﬂ" ool

ub!y et aplish charact
of afla, ‘ll;‘:zk

Wallace also :I.\Imea 1o have film
{ootage of Bigfoot, which, it was now
acknowledged, was actually Me.
w.lla:e In a cheesy fur suit, Natu

s equated the Wallace's ama-

mn films with the well- hmwn Par
terson-Gimlin film, which Ind
ln-rtd a female MWL Although hli

0 scribed l)‘ initial
firet]

counter with such Inmpr!nla In the
Blue Mountains near Walla Wi
Wash, Twa l‘ueum of these lsav:ks

l

tesistic EF: fla1 flexible {oot more stm
tlar to 3 nonhuman ape than 10 3
human foat with its righd arch.

‘These features, combined with the
owerall animated appearance of the
tracks, prompted me to deive tunhu
into the nature of n;ﬁq u:‘ ﬂying

rints. assem! st

P a large sample of lu«?-?!nn anributed
10 sasquatch, there em A consis-
tent but dissinct model of the
sasquatch foot that is pot only biome-
chanically sourd for & blpedal ape of
the purported praportl
sasauaich. but elaunllv .m:oled fo

ially
ﬂw I’Alleuon-ﬁimﬂn Incident, the Wd
faces soan climbed onto the media
bandwagon and agreeably asserted
that indeed their matriarch was the
erstwhile Mrs. Btgium parading briefly
in a fur costume in Patterson’s %Lun

But hold on now — she would have
10 get in line, because the queue of
pretenders for the role had a!
rvm: considerably in number.

atest claimant was one Bob !iel:vn
imus, from Patterson’s hometown of
Yakima, Wash. Joined by costume fab-
rlc.nm Phillip Mnms. .md other eollab-
rs, he avowsd that he had done
thc ﬁv:vd But yet mhu simplistic ex-
pl.uuuan falls short, in both the case
of the Wallaces and Heironimus ef al.

— they can’t produce a costume
Tolds a candle to the supposed cos-
tume appearing in the film clip.

The Heironitnus affair became em-
brolled with infighting that produced
lawsuits, but no mnv?nrlng fur suir.

Setting the drama of the debunkers
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aside, what I8 to be made of the Pat-
terson-Gimlin film jtself? After neatly

40 years, ed claima of hoaxing

repeat
have nol withstood critical scrminy.
while the film ftself has beld up under
ted examinaf nbymlwsu

pnu in ph
:ﬁ anatomy. Thr.- :ppllu-
el digital techniques of
image analysis has pmdnmd stabilized
enbancements of the film that reveal
m dmﬁd:‘;: the mh]emmnw
Its nts never appee-
hended, let alone 3 ted.
Many of these

I.hzh‘ WIIIDII! in greater detail.
‘rom the narrow perspective of the
gvemm and dynamics of the foot
the film subfect, and the assoctated
footptints, the case for the credibllity
of the ?.mumn—clmlln £ilm is quite
compelling.

?[mwmm
@ What will be the value of the
planned Bigfoot Rendezvous In
Pocatelio June 16-187
Send your lettens to:
laaho Stste Journa
P.0 Box 431
Pocateio, 10 83201
or email.

A teries of footprints photographed
bf Lyle Laveny. a U.S. Forest Service

imber cruiser on hand at the scene,
md fater casts made by Bob Timus, aa
{nvestigator frem Canada, include ex-
amples of midfoot pressure i sime
flar to those | observed in the tracks
near Walla Walla,

The Nexlon of the midfoot neces-
sary 10 produce this artifact in the
print can be readily seen in the film it-
self. The clongated heel suggested by
the placement of the midfoot jolnts, [a
turn based on the pressise ridge., s at
tested 10 by the apparent thick ankles

and protrui heel manifest when
the Achilles 1endon is slack.

The variations in toe position. and
a flexion crease at the forefool present
in the casts, are correlated with toe
length evident in the film. All these (n-
terrelated features attest to foot de-

uet of rigid v:bmled planks loosely
harnessed to work boots.
Thhubuamllmnpmo!the

evidence that bears on the
question of whether ummd: exists a5
a biological entity of Is 4 fgura-

tive thread in the tapestry of human ex-
perience. The conference element of
th! Bigfoot Rendezvous will provide

o oz these and
ozher aapects of the uestion.



'Exhibit fuels
‘dialogue on

~ creature Bigfoot finds winter sanctuary
. in the Fort Hall Bottoms.

This article came out four days before the exhibit.
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~ By John O’Connell

Bigfoot brouhaha

elusive beast

Journal Writer

POCATELLO. — Among the mem-
bers of the Shashone-Bannock Tribes,
legend has it the sought-after hominid

Linda Deck, director of the Idaho
Museum of Natural History and curator
of a new Bigfoot exhibit, hasheard sev-
eral accounts from local Native Ameri-
cans about brushes ‘with the elusive

I Sasquatch,

“A lot of people from Fort Hall talk
about personal encounters. It’s part of
their waditional knowledge, and it
plays a big tole,” said Deck, who inter-
viewed Native Americans and others
in attendance about the subject during
a tecent Cowboy Expo, “It was really
fascinating.

When Her exhibit opens for a sneak
preview Thursday, and then to the pub-
lic on Friday, Deck knows there will be
believers who take the  Bigfoot hair
samples, hand and footprint
casts, photographs, videos and
other evidence at face value.
There will also be skeptics.

To Deck; the validity of the
Bigfoot story doesn't matter —
the museum is taking a neutral
position on Bigfoot and drawing
no conclusions from the evi-
dence on display.

The point of the exhibit —
which will featire the world's
largest collection of Bigioot arti-
facts — is to get people to think
about a larger question: How do
we know things?

“As human beings we make
sense of our world in a variety
of different ways. We've got our
myths, legends and beliefs and
a very scientific way of knowing
about our world, too, where we
make hypotheses and test
things and learn and change
what we think,” Deck said. *What I
hope is that people will think more
about themselves and how they know
and be comfortable with;all different
ways we know, These ways of knowing
arenot in competition. They enrich our
lives in numerous diferent ways.”

To help focus the exhibit on the dif-
ferent ways we as humans know things

— science, myth, theology, folklore,
etc. — Deck consulted local religious
leaders, anthropologists and Idaho
State University experts.

“I had so much fun researching

this ‘thing,” Deck said. “We're just
saying look at all o these hings and
think about what belief really is."

A Bigfoot believer, Brandon Ten-

nant, approached Deck about orga-
nizing the year-long display in con-
junction with a Bigfoot Rendezvous,
which will bring all of the world's
foremost experts on Bigfoot to
Pocatello from June 16-18.

‘The announcement of the upcom-
ing exhibit has captured the public’s
imagination and spurred a heated di-

i Journal photos by Bill Schaefer
lﬁOVE Dave Mead, exhibits direc-
at the Idaho Museum of Natural
History, holds up a life-size plaster
m of a purported image of Blgtm
will be part of the museum’s
Bigfoot display in Pocatello.

LEFT: A large collection of plaster

of the display [
useum of Natural History.

alogue in the community about Bigfoot —
and belief and knowledge — that's persisted
for months.

On Sunday afternoon, a fresh coat of
“Bigfoot green" covered the vacant walls on
what will be the display room. Exhibits Di-
rector Dave Mead and a helper, Katrina
Miller, were busy. in another room soning
the eclectic compilation of artifacts anc
printing banners for their exhibit. Banners
explored broad concepts such as myth, be-
lief and truth. They also included appropri-
ate quotes selected by Deck.

There's the Mark Twain quote, “Faith is
believing what you kiow ain't so.”

See BIGFOOT, A8

oreyed

IDAHO STATE JOURNAL

Bigfoot
Continued from A1 ‘hominid G i bladd,
One of Miller's favorites Local Bigfoot expert, ISU.
reails, “Keep an open mind, but  apatomy professor Jeff Meldrum,

not so loose that you're brain

SR
“exhibi 1 & 1
years ago

featured

asmdfﬂrmusmsbm
'dmws

Bigfoot steps on a piece of drifi-
wood. That branch, which will
beundiaplayalﬂnednbhca:a:s

The exhibit also inchudes Na-
tive Americans’ depictions of Big-
foot, a stick believed to have
bemmmedhyam,ﬁw
art and sculptures, possible Big
foot hair samples, a hfe-ﬁLzzﬁ
cutout of Bigioot, facial casts of

. a cast of an impression
ﬁa’edwha\mhemkﬁbymg

’s elbow, original frames of
the n film and
other evidence ered by peo-
much of

the

Those who attend the exhibit
will have the chance (o watch the
Discovery Channel film, “Show-
ing Sasquatch: Legend Meets Sci-
ence,” 1o the soundirack, “Bigfoot

The exhibit, originally com-
piled for a museum in Vancouver,
British Columbia, by Christopher
Murphy. author of “Meet the

,” also includes casts of
af 4 human, an ape and the

explained a popuolar theory

groposing that Gigantopithecus

lacki, a giant ape with only a
few jaw bones and several hun-
dred teeth to prove it ever existed,
did not go extinct about 300,000
Vears ago r]i: I?e]jwel‘:lﬁ hugtfor:lm
spawned neage of Bi

“ think the (museam’s) ap-
proach is a very thought-provoking
one that recognizes there are a vari-
ety of dimensions to the experience
of Bigfoot,” Meldrum said. “The ex-
hibit attempts to use the topic of Big-
foot as a springboard to analyze dif-
ferent ways of knowing. A variety of
those things intersect with the sub-
ject matier at hand,”

But Meldrum — a believer who

returned from an interview

with a retired Fish and Game offi-
cer who fook a cast of a 17-inch
humanoid footprint in the 1970s —
regrets the exhibit Jacks interpreta-
tion and leaves all conclusions up
to the viewer.

Meldrum believes the
tion will have to come from the Ren-
dezvous and other talks in conjunc-
tion with the exhibit.

Some of the events — such asa

periences,” Meldrum said. “For many
geﬂmmn;h;balgkmof

landscape. ve it consider-
able deference, and they want it left
reservation)

an
The answer — at least for the
museum's purpeses — is imelevant.

-



QUOTABLE

to get somebody
ome money into
‘tdo it alone.”

— Leading Bigfoot expert
Chris Murphy, about omvmcing major

organizations to finance efforts

lofhdelg{poL
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See story, A3
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Upon arrival at the museum I was interviewed
by a reporter from the Idaho State Journal. At
that time, a sighting of the presumed-extinct

ivory-billed woodpecker was in the news. The
headline for the article shown here is,
differ on validity of bird, Bigfoot sightings.”

“Experts

s A3

FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2006

Experts dlffer on vahdlty of bii rd, Blgfoot snghtmgs

By John O’Connell
Journal Writer

POCATELLO — In the Big
Woods of Arkansas, ornithologist
Mark Robbins is confident the
world was duped last spring by
the avian counterpart of Bigfoot.

Today, the Idaho Museum of
Natural History will open an ex-
hibit featuring hair samples, foot-
print casts, blurry photographs
and other evidence supporting
the existence of the legendary
creature known as Sasquateh.

People who have devoted
much of their lives to finding this
storied hominid, known as Big-
foot in the United States, will
rendezvous in Pocatello to share
their accumulated knowledge
among peers who believe.

To them, Robbins, curator of
birds specimens at the University
of Kansas Natural History Muse-
um, offers the story of the ivory-
billed wopdpecker.

The report was miraculous —
almost too good to be true. Once
a symbol of the toll wrought by
development on the nation's
wildlife, the ivory-billed wood-
‘pecker made a triumphant return
from 60 years of perceived extinc-
tion.

The bird was sighted by a
kayaker in the Cache River Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, and then
confirmed by a pair of ornitholo-
gists.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton
wasted no time in announcing a
$10 million conservation initiative
to save the bird, lauding the sight-
ing as “a rare second chance to
preserve through cooperative con-
servation what was once thought
lost forever.”

The photographs weren’t of
the best quality but were deemed
conclusive nonetheless.

Although there are still plenty
of birders who ecling to hope
about the specimen’s legitimacy,
Rabbins, who serves on a records
committee that evaluates bird
sightings, believes it was actually
a common pileated woodpecker.

He explained the two varieties
could be easily confused, espe-
cially from a blurry photograph.

Journal phota by Doug Lindley.
Albert Worth and Ivan Salstron, of ISU’s Maintenance De-
partment, put up a Bigfoot banner Thursday aiternoon at
the Idaho Museum of Natural History in preraration for
the “Bigfoot Rendezvous” this weekend in Pocatello.

“The people who had been
looking for this bird had been
looking for it all of their lives,”
Robbins said. “It's an obsession.”

Robbins has dedicated himself
to debunking the ivory-billed
woodpecker sighting because
“millions of dollars got diverted
from higher-priority conservation
(projects).”

Robbins accepts the conven-
tional story about the fate of

what was once among the

world’s largest woodpeckers. It
vanished more than 50 years ago
from its last stronghold in North-
eastern Louisiana. It doesn’t re-
side today in Arkansas.

Robbins estimates it ‘would
have taken at least 20 pairs of in-
terbreeding birds to continue the
species into modern times.

He said for Bigfoot to be alive
today, there would also have to
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?QCATELLO The ldaho
Museum of Natural History’s
new Bigfoot exhibit has made
national news.

Mﬂswm Direntor Linda

Wednesday night from
11:10 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., Dec
was a guest on Coast
which has the largest

shippfaniglnﬁmeAMradm

be a plethora of breeding pairs.

“This could all be exp]amed
by other phenomena,” Robbins
said.

While Robbins spoke via tele-
phone from his office in Kansas,
leading Bigfoot expert Chris Mur-
phy arrived at the Idaho Museum
of Natural History to drop off a
hair sample reportedly taken from
an actual Sasquatch,

Murphy supplied original im-
ages from the famed Patterson-
Gimlin film of Bigfoot, filmed in
1967 with a 16 mm camera, for
artist Brandon Bannon to draw
the Bigfoot mural now displayed
on a 15-foot banner outside of the

museun.,

rphy also provided the bulk
of the Bigfoot evidence for the ex-
hibit.

“How many footprints does an
ivory-billed woodpecker leave,
and how many sightings of an
ivory-billed woodpecker = have
there been?” Murphy asked in re-
sponse to Robbins’ parallel. “It
appears right now through North
?mt)mca we estimate 400 (big-
joot) sightings per year.”

Records of Sasqualch sightings

date back to the 1700s, Murphy
said. Among Native Americans,
Murphy said the creature goes by
dozens of names, including Omah

and Gilyuk.
Gilyuk means “big man with

a little hat," Murphy explained.
He believes Native Americans
drew the name from Bigfoot's
pointy head, which resembles a
small hat.

Ancient Native American arti-
facts also depict Bigfoot, he said.

“The creature is inbred in al-
most all Native traditions that go
back to time in memorial,” said
Murphy, author of “Meet the
Sasquatch.”

Murphy will be among the
speakers at the upcomin% ren-
dezvous. The larger goal of host-
ing rendezvous, he explained is to
build a case to convince major or-
ganizations to finance efforts to
find Bigfoot. Murphy is convinced
a thriving Sasquatch population
exists in British Columbia,

“We want to get somebedy to
put some money into this. We
can't do it alone,” said Murphy,
who also resides in British Co-
lumbia.

The museum is taking a neu-
tral approach on the existence of
Bigfoot. Rather than focussing on
the validity of Bigfoot, the muse-
um is asking patrons to consider
Bigfoot as an example of the dif-
ferent ways people know infor-
mation.



WHERE TO FROM HERE?

Unfortunately, I do not believe museums are the
attraction they were even 20 years ago. There
are now more spectacular attractions for general
“outings.” However, one highly positive thing
museums do is to have school visits. [ have seen
the Vancouver museum virtually packed with
school children.

Something some people have difficulty with is
the totally non-committal stand museums take
with regard to sasquatch/bigfoot. While both the
Vancouver and Pocatello museums approached
the subject from different viewpoints, as
museums they distanced themselves from the
issue itself. They cannot be seen as supporting
the validity of any evidence. I do not have a
problem with this. Indeed, I even suggest that
museums approach the issue from the history
standpoint. Although the sasquatch cannot be
proven as a real creature, its history in North
American culture is very real.

Christopher L. Murphy

VANCOUVER

museum

Follow in the footste

of local journslizt, John
Green on his

Entrance to the Vancouver
exhibit. It occupied about
1,800 square feet (see
presentation on this exhibit).

NOTE ON CONTRIBUTORS: The contributors for this exhibit
were the same as those for my Vancouver Museum exhibit. I have
provided a full listing at the end of the Vancouver presentation.
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